
Instructor: Dan Libertino
Music 109 — Beginning Music Theory Through the Guitar  

http://www.danlibertinomusic.com/theoryclass.html e-mail:dan@danlibertinomusic.com

Class time: Tuesday 2:30-5:20 P.M. ; location: OC ; NBR # 1587 Office Hours TBA
About the Class

 The overriding goal of the class is to teach introductary topics of music theory as realized through the 
guitar[see additional syllabus page for topic outline] . The class is designed to help guitar players comprehend 
elementary music theory and apply it on the guitar. This class will also prepare the student for further music theory 
study and it has proven to give the student a firm foundation if they wish to major in music. The class is not designed as 
a performance class. This means that the student will not be graded on thier ability to perform  any of the topics taught 
in the class nor will they be required to  prove thier comprehension of any of the topics by playing them on the instrument 
The guitar is strictly a practice tool. The text book and the majority of the assigments are designed to played as well 
witten out. The student will better understand the topic if they take the time to try to play some, if not all, of the 
homework on the guitar daily. Be sure to bring the guitar to class so it can be used to teach the topics.  

Important dates to remember:
2/2/08 – last day to add &  last day to drop w/no ÔWÕ or record; 

 Financial aid drop deadline and last day to drop and get refund   
2/22/08 – Credit/No credit petition deadline
4/24/08 –  Last day to drop without evaluative grade (A,B,C,D,F,NC or CR)

Class Dates:  
Jan. 22, 29
Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26
Mar. 4, 11, (18 Holiday), 25
Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  
May 6, 13, 20 @ 2:30 (2hr session – Final)Total classes scheduled = 16 + final (10 points x 17 =170)

Materials Needed: Required text available in the book store or on-line
Beginning Music Theory through the Guitar isbn#0-9744036-0-1

by Dan LibertinoÉ(available through bookstore) includes cd-rom at the end of semester w/ answers, work sheets)

Basic elements of Music Theory for the Guitar by Aaron Shearer isbn#0-89898-700-8
Harpercollins college outline: MUSIC THEORY by George Thaddeus Jones isbn#0-06-467168-2

Grading and Attendance:
As homework is assigned, it will be graded the following week during the class.  You will receive points for all 

work done - your answers will not be graded as right or wrong. A timed quiz of no more than 10 to 15 minutes will given 
at the start of every class.  No make up of these quizzes will be given. There will be a review of the work and some 
answers will be corrected in class. However, the student will be responsible to correct their own work. Answers to all the 
homework will be in PDF format and placed on the class web site(see the address at the top of the page). No late 
homework will be accepted!. All test/quizzes or in-class assignments will also be part of the final grade. 

Attendance for each class meeting is worth 10 points and will count toward the overall grade.  Absences will be 
counted as zero points.  Late arrival to class will constitute a 5 point reduction. Class attendance, earned homework and 
any test/quiz points will be added together and averaged against the total possible points to establish the grade for the 
class. All possible points have equal weight.

Office hours will be held. The starting date, location and the times to be determined. This information will be 
made available to the students by the 3rd class  or as soon as possible. 



Class outline and topic overview

1. Basics of Notation/reading the staff/understanidng basic musical symbols
Representing sound on paper - notation

•The staff - lines and spaces, ledger lines
• note heads - legitures (additions to the notehead)
• time/duration of sound/meter/time signatures

2. Introduction of the notes on the guitar
Understanding how to identify the note names on the fretboard

• half and whole steps
• open position notation
• accidentals
• notes on one string for the entire string length

3. Introduction of Note relationships/Distances between the notes
Octaves and the unison

• isolate all the places to play an individual note
• fretboard octave pattern - the skeleton of how to play all music theory 

topics on the guitar

4. Major scales (relationship of notes to one another based on a scale ~ sequence of half 
and whole steps)

• Scale formula/Scale degree understanding/modes within the Major scale
• key signature/cirlce of fifths and fourths
• scales on string sets/playing the scales on the fretboard/understanding the 

fingering pattern structure
• Ascending and descending intervals from within the scale

5. Note relationships independant of the major scale/interval groups/ harmonic beginnings
Interval groups

• Perfect/consonant/mild dissonant/dissonant

6. Triads - 3 note harmony
•  spelling of chords ~the notes that make up the triad
•  scale degree relationship/chord quality
• voicing and placement on the string sets ~ how to play the chords on the neck
• Voice leading principles/simple chord progressions ~ historic rules applied to the 

guitar

7. Seventh chords
• spelling of chords ~the notes that make up the 7th chord
• scale degree relationship/chord quality
•Voicing the chords on the string sets

8. Minor scale



MUSIC BIO - paper for due next class.

Take the time to write out the answers to these question about your music background. Feel free to add as much detail 
as you like as well as any other information that you might think would be appropriate. Be sure to use a word processor 
when submitting this assignment. It is worth 20 points and it should be at least one page in length.

Here are some questions to address and guide you as to what to write about. Try to answer the questions in chronological 
order. The questions are presented in a stream of consciousness way and are meant to open you up. There is no right or 
wrong answers and some of the question might not pertain to you.

1. When did you first listen to music - what is your first memory of liking music and what was it specifically?

2. Who influenced you or turned you on to music? Was it a person or a thing, and event or a combo thereof? How old 
were you? What else makes this an important moment for you?

3.What was the first record or cd you bought? What was the first concert you attended? What is the most recent concert?

4. What is your current favorite cd? What is your current 10 favorite artists and cdÕs? What do they have to do with the 
guitar or are they guitar oreinted in any way? Has the styles or types of concerts you attend now changed from the first 
one you saw and has the music you buy or listen to changed from the first cd pruchased?

5.What is your experience with the guitar? Have you taken lessons or are you self taught? Who was your teacher, if you 
had one other than yourself, and what did you learn from them (or yourself)? How did they teach you to learn? How 
did  you teach yourself? What music, person or event directly led to you playing the guitar?

6. What do you do now with the guitar? What is the most recent new thing you learned about the guitar or music? What 
do you hope to gain from this class? Do you consider yourself hungry to learn and be challenged to change your way of 
thinking about the guitar? Do you think you know it all now?  How much do you play a day and what is the most time 
you have spent playing the guitar in one day?

FINALLY - please send me an e-mail inorder for me to create an e-mail group so that I can send info to 
the class (updates, ipod info etc). I will not spam you or send junk to you or sell your e-mail for profit!


