
FUNDAMENTAL PITCH DESCRIPTION

App l i ca t ion  o f  Acc iden ta ls

The fol lowing rules govern the use of accidentals:

A c c i d e n t a l s  m u s t  a l w a y s  b e  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  s a m e  s t a f f  d e g r e e  a s
t h e  n o t e  t h e y  a t t e n d .  T h e y  a r e  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e
n o t e - h e a d  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  n o  f u r t h e r  t h a n  o n e  h a l f  s p a c e  a w a y  ( f o r
a l ignment  o f  acc identa ls  a t tend ing  vo ic ings :  see  Chapter  10 . ) .
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W h e n  a n  a c c i d e n t a l
n o t e ,  i t  a f  f e c t s  o n l y
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"  c a n c e l e d t '  b y  a n o t h e r
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d u r a t i o n  o f
a c c i d e n t a l .
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EXAMPLE 3. 12

o f  t h e  s a m e  l e t t e r  n a m e
b y  a n  a c c i d e n t a l ,  t h e
n o t e  i n  e a c h  o c t a v e .

b u t  i n  d i f  f e r e n t  o c t a v e s  a r e
a c c i d e n t a l  m u s t  b e  p l a c e d

EXAN{PLE 3. 13
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